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Mr. Miller's Apology and Defence.

To arr waHo Love THE Lomp Jesus Comist In

SINCERITY.

As all men are respoosible 1o the community for
lhe sentiments lhEF roay promulgale, the public has
a ‘right 1o expect [rom me, a caodid statement i
rzference 1o my disappointment in not realizing Lhe
Advent of Christin A.D. 1843—4, which I had
tonfidently believed. 1 have, therelors, considered
il Dol presuropluovs in me to Jay before the Chris-
wan public a retrospeciive view of Lhe whole ques-
Lon, the molives that actuated me, and the reasons
by which I was guided.

DEISTICAL OQOFINIOXS.

It may nol become me l0 speak particularly ot
“my manper of lile from my youth,” which is
known 1o an extensive circle of neighbors and ac-
quainiaoces ; bul I have ever endeavored 1o live
“jn all good conscience before God uvaotil this day,”
and 1o discharge conscientiouslv my obligauoens to
my fellow men. I was early educated to reverence
the Scriptores as a revelalion from God 10 man ;
and 1 was ynore or Jess a reader of the Word, with-
oul being savingly affected by it. I was, however,
always perplexed with what I then deemed incon-
sistences and contradictions in the Bible, which I
was unable 1o harmunize; snd yet I koew that if
the Bible was what it purports 1o be, it must io
some way all be harwomzed.

Not haviog any serious doubis of its authentici-
ty, | was exceedingly apxious to reconcile all its
i various paris, and, uvosuccessfully, resoried to all
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means wilbin my reach. I was particllarly anx-
1ows 1o bave them harmonized by the preachers of
tbe word ; aod accordingly embraced every oppor-
tunity, 1o present for their removal, the digi-:uliitn
under which I labored. But I obrained from them
vo sauisfaction; they usvally adduced ibe opinions
of various commentalors, ngﬂh were as conlradic-
tory as were their own, or told me they did not un-
derstaod them, and that [ could pot, because God
had hidden their meaning under & mystical vel.
This served more 10 perplex my miod than to shed
light oo the questions ot issue.

In this state of mind, a1 the age of tweniy-iwo,
I removed from Hampion, N.¥.,where [ had resid-
ed from the age of four years, 1o Poulisey, Vi.
There I became acquaiated with the principarmtn
to thal village, who were professedly Deists; but
they were good cilizens, and of a moral and serious
deportment, They put into my hands the works
of Voliaire, Hume, Paine, Ethao Allen, and otber
deistical writers, in which the difEculiies that had
perplexed my owno mind were discussed in 8o plau-
sible 2 manner, that I concluded the Bible was on-
ly the work of designiog men; end I discarded it
accordingly. I, bowever, helieved in a Supreme
Beioz a3 brought to view by the works of Nature
aod Providence: and believed that there was to be
an herealier, in which our bappiness wou!d be pro-
porlioned to the virtueof our lives in 1he preseat
siate. With these views, ] was assaciated with
others in the delence ol deistical sentiments, for
aboul twelve years.

FIEST RELIGIOUS IMPIESSIONS.

Belore the close of 1his period, however, [ begae
{0 suspect that Deism tended 1o a beliel of annibilas
tion, which was always very abliorreat to my feel-
ings. lao the fall of 1B12, s I was returoing 1o
Pouliney {rom the court at Ruiland, in company
with Judge Sianley, I asked hitn bis opinion re-
speciing ovur coodition 1o anotber state. He re-
plied by compariog it (o thal of a tree which Aour-
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ishes for r time, and tuens again 10 varth; ond fe
that of a candle which hurns 10 nothing., [ was
then satizfied that Deicma was inseparablv connect
ed with, and ilid 1end to, the denia] of a future ex-
istence. And I thought 10 myself, that rather than
embrace such a view, I should preler the heaven
and hell of the Scriptures, and ke my chance re-
specting them, Suill I could not regard the Bible
s lospired.

CONNECTION WITH THE ARMY.
In 1813, 1 received a Caplain's commission in the
U. 8. service, and connipued in the army uniil
peace was declared. Wlile there, muany oceurren-
ees served to weaken my conbdeoce in the correci-
ness of Deistizal priocipies. I was led {requenly
1o compare (his couniry 1o thatof the elnldren of
Ierael, before whom God drove out the inhabitants
of their Jand. It seemed 1o me that the Supreme
Beiog must have watched over the interests of this
country in an especial maouper, apd delivered uvs
from the hands of our epemies. I was particularly
impressed with this view whea I was in the batile
of Platsburg, when with 1500 regulars, and aboot
4 000 volonteers, we deleated the British, who were
15,000 strooz ; we being also successful at the same
time in an engagement with the British fleet oa the
lake. At the commencement of the batile, we
looked upon cur own defeat as almost certain, ond
yet we were viclorious. BSo surprising a resull
sgainsl such odds, did seem 10 me like the work of
m mightier power than man.

REMOVAL TO LOW HAMPTOI.

At the close of the war, 1 removed to my preseut
residence jo Low Hampion, N. Y. ; and being re-
tired from public life, io the busy scenes of which
1 had been engaged for ten years, [ had more lei-
sure for reading and reflection respecting another
state. | could, however, iod no assurance of hap-
piness beyond the grave; sll was dim and uucer-
\ain there. One day in May, 1616, T detected my-
scllin the act of tsking the name of God in vain, o
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nabit I had acquired iu the service ; and [ was ia-
stantly convicted of its sinfulness. I was thea led
to inquire how a just Being could consisiently save
those wlo should violaie the laws of justice. The
works of Nature or of Providence, could give no
answer to this question; and [ was almost led 10
despair. In this state of mind, I continued for
some uonths, when suddeoly the character of a
Savior was vividly impressed upon my miad, It
seemed that there micht be 2 Being so good and
compassionate as to himsell atone for our rrans-
gressions, and thereby save us [rom so(fering the
penaliy of sin. T immediately felt how lovely such
a Being must be; and imagined that Icould cast
mysell into the arms of, and trust in the mercy of
such an One. But the question arose, How can it
be proved thatsuch a Being does exist{ Aside
from the Bible, 1 found that I could get no evidence
of the exisience of such a Savior, or even of a fu-
ture state. I felt that 1o believe in such a Savior
without evidence, would be visionary in the ex-
treme. I saw that the Bible did bring Lo view é‘uat
such a Savior as [ needed; and | was perplexed to
find how an uninspired book should develope prin-
ciples so perfectly adapted to the wants of a fallen
world. 1 was constrained lo admit toat the Scrip-
tures must be a revelation from God; they became
wy delight, and in Jesus I found a friend.

DETERMINED TO UNDERSTAND THE SCRIFTUHRES.

Soon afler this, in the fall of 1816, [ was con-
versing with a [riend respecting my hope of a glo-
rious eteroity through the merits and inlercessions
of the Savior, and he asked me how [ knew there
was a Savior ¥ 1 replied that He was revealed in
the Bible. He then asked me how [ knew the Bi-
ble was true? and advanced my former deislical
argumenis on the jnconsistences, the contradiclions,
and the mysticisms in which 1 had claimed it was
shrouded. I replied that if the Bible was the word
of God, every thing confained therein might be un-
derstood, and all its parts be made to harmonize;
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aud I said to bira that il he would zive mie ime, 1
would harmonize all these apparent coutradiclions,
io my own satisfaction, or I would be a Deist still.

MANNER OF STUDYING THE BIBLE.

I then devoted mysell o prayer aad to the read-
iog of 1be word. 1 detecmined to lay asideall iny
prepossessions, lo thoroughly compare Scripipre
with Scripture, apnd 10 pursue i(s study in a regular
knd methodical manner. ] commenced wilh Gen-
esis, and read verse by verse, proceeding oo lasler
thao the meaping of the several passazes should be
50 unlolded, as 1o leave me [ree from embarrass-
menl respecling any wmysticisin or contradictions,
Whenever I found aoy thing obscure, ny practice
was lo compare 1t with all collateral passages ; and
by the help of Crupen, I examined all the texiaz of
Seripture in which were [buod eny of the promi-
nent words confained in sny obscure poriion. Then
by letling every word have iis proper bearing on the
subject of the text, il my view of it harmonized
with every collateral passaze 1o the Bible, it ceased
o be a difficully. To this way | pursued the stucy
of the Bible, in my Brst perusal ol it, for about 1wo
years, and was [ully satished thut 1t isits own io-
lerpreter. | found that by a comparison of Serip-
ture with histary, all the prophecies, as far as ibey
have been fulfilled, had been fulBlled literally ; tkat
all the vanous fizures, melaphars, parables, simili=
tudes, &c. of the Bible, were either explained in
their immediale connection, or the terms in which
they were expressed were defioned in other portioos
of the word, and wlen 1hus explained, are 1o be lit-
erally undersiood in accordance with such explana-
tion. [ was thus satisfed that the Bible is a sys-
teru of revealed 1ruths, so clearly and simply given,

that the ** waylariog man, though & fool, need not
err therein.”

THE BESULT ARRBRIVED AT.

While thus studying the Seriptures, I Lecame
satisfied, if the prophecies which have been fulfilled

1

\n the past are any crilerion by which 1o judge of
the manner of the fullilinent of t1hose which are (u.
ture, that the popular views of the spiriteal reign
of Christ, a temporal miilennivm before 1he end of
the world, and the Jews’ relurn, are nol sustained
by the word of God; lor I found 1bat all the Scrip-
tures on which those faverite theories are Lased, are
ns clearly expressed as are those that were literally
fulfilled at the first advent, or at any other period
io the past. I found it plainly 1aught in the Scrips
tures that Jesus Christ will sgain descend io s
earth, coming in the clouds ol beaven, in all the
glory of lis Father : * that at kis comiog the king-
dom and dominion uader the whole heaven will be
given 1o Him and the saiats of the Most High,
who will possess it for ever, even for ever &nd
ever :t that as the old world perished by the del-
uge, so lthe earth that pow is, is reserved unto fire,
10 be melted with fervent heat at Cluist's coming,
afier which, according to the promise, il is to be-
corme the new earih wherein the righieous will Jor
ever dwell: 1 that st his coming the bodies of all
the righteous dead will be raised, and all the righte-
ous living be changed from a corrupiible to an in-
corruptitle, from a mortal 1o an immorial siate,
that they will all be caught up together 10 meel the
Loid in \he air, and will reign with him for ever 1
the rezenerated earth: § that the controversy of Zi-
oo will ithen be Anished, her children be delivered
fcom boodage, and (rum the power of the lempier,
and the saipts be ail presecied o0 God blameless,
without sput or wriakle io love:| thal tbe bodies

* See Joha xiv. 3; Acts i. 2i; ] Thess. iv. 15; Rev. i. 7;
MatL avi. 27; xxiv. 30 ; Mark viii. 38; ziii. 26 ; fﬁu. vii. 13.
t Dan. wii. 14,18, 2, 27; Mat zxv. 54; Luke 3ii. 32;
gix, 12, 15; x2ii,29; 1 Cor, ix.25; €Tim. iv. 1, 8; Jumes
1. 123 1 PeL v. 4.
2 PeL iit. 7—10; laa. lav. 17—19; Rev. 3xi. 22,
| Cor. zv. 20, 23, 48, 51—53; Phil. iii. 20, 21; 1 Thess.
iv. 4—1T; 1 Joha ui. 2.
I so. zxxiv, B; x1. 2,6; xli. 10—12; Rom. viii- 21—23;
1Cor. i. 7, H;iv. 19; ar. 54, 66; Eph. v. ¥7; Col . 223
1 Thees. 1ii. 13; Heb, 1. 13—15; Juds 24; Rer. zx, 16,
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of the wicked will then all be destroyed, and their
gpirits be reserved in prison until their resurrection
and damnation : ' aod that when the earth is thus
regenieraled, the riglhteous raised, and the wicked
destroyed, the kiogdom of God will have come,
when his will will be done on earth as it is done in
heaven, that the meek will inherit it, and the kiog-
dom become the sainis.* * I fouod that the only
raillennium tavght in the word of God is the thou-
sand years which are to iniervene between the first
resurrection and that of the rest 6f the dead, as in-
culcated in the xx, of Revelation; and that it must
necessarily follow ihe petsonal coming of Christ
and the regeneration of the earth:} t that ull Christ’s
coming and the end of the world, the righteous and
wicked are 1o conlinue together on the earth, and
tbat the horn of Papacy is to war against the sainis
until his appearing and kisgdom, when it will be
destroyed by the brighwiness of Christ’s coming ; so
that there can be po conversion of the world before
the advent: $$ and that as the new earth wherein
dwelleth righteousness, is located by Peter alter the
conflagration, and is declared by him 1o be the
same lor which we look, accordiog 10 1he promise
of Isa. Ixv. 17, and is the same that Joho saw o
vision after the passing away of the former heav-
ens and earth; it must necessarily follow that the
warious portions of Scripture that reler to the mil-
lennial siate, must have their fulflmeot alier the
resurrection of all the saints that sleep in Jesus.§ ¢
[ also found that the promises respecting Israel’s
restoration, are applied by the apostle to all who

U Pea. 1. 3; zevii. 8; Tea lr. 15, 16; zxiv. 21, 22; Dan.
vii. 10 Mal. av. 1; Mzt 6. 12; John 33v. 29; Acte xxiv.
163 1 Cor. iii. 13; 1 Thess, v. 2, 3; 2 Thess.i. 7—9; | Pet.
i.7; @ Pel. iii. T, 10; Jude 6,7, 14, 16; Res. xx. 3, 15—15.

== Pea. xravil. 9--{[* 22,28, 89, 34; Prov. . 21,22 ; 5. 30;
lea. zl. 21 3 Matt. v, 53 vi. IO

t t Rev. xx. 27,

8 { + Maull. giii. 37—43 ; zxziv. 14 ; Dap. vii. 21, 22; TThesa. .

44 2 Pet. iii; Isa luv. 17; Rev. xxi, mxii.
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are Chirisi's,—the putting oa of Christ constituting
them Abraham's seed, and heirs according 1o the
promise *

TILE AGE OF THE WORLD IN WIICH WE LIYE.

I was then satisfied, as T saw conclusive evidence
10 pruve the advent personal uod pre-nillennial
that all the events for which the church look 1o be
fulGlled before 1the advent, must be subseguent to
it:ard that vnless ihere were other unflulfilled

rophecies, the advent o!f the Lord, instead of being
ooked fur only in the distant future, might be a
continually expecied event, [n examiuing the
propheeies on that poiny, I Tound thai only four
universal roonarchies are any where predicied in
:he Bible 1o precede the setting up of God's ever-
lazting kingdom ; that ihree of those bad passed
away,— Babylon, Medo-Persia, and Grecia,—and
that the fourih, Rome, had already passed into its
Jast siate, the siate in which it is 1o be when the
stone cut oul of the mountain without hands shall
gmite the image on the feet, and break to pieces
all the kingdoms of this world. I was unable to
find any prediction of evenis which presented any
clear evidence of their fulfiiment belore the scencs
that usher io the advent. And finding all the sizns
of the times and the present condition of the world,
to compare harmooiously with the propheuc de-
scriptions of the last days, I was compelled 1o he-
lieve that this world bad about reached the limiis of
the period alloted for its continvance, As I regard-
ed the evidence, I cowld arrive at o other conclu-
0.

THE CHROKOLOGY OF THE SCRIFTUREY.

Another kind of evidence that vitally affecied my
mind, was the chronology of ihe Scripwres. [
found, ou pursuing the siudy of the Bitle, vonvua
chronological periods exiendina, according 1o my

undersianding ol them, w the coming of the Savior.
I found that predicied evenis whbich had been ful-

*Romfii. 14, 15; iv. 13 ix. 65 1. 12; xi. 17; Gal. iii. 29 ;
Eph. ii. 14, 15.
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flled in the past, often occurred within a given
time. The one Lunpdred end twenty years Lo the
Aood®2Gen. vi. 3; the seven days that were (0 pre-
cede it, with forty daye of predicied rain, Gen. vii.
4; the four hund‘;ed years of the sojourn of Abra-
ham's seed, Gen. xv. 13 ; the \hree days of the bult-
ler's and baker's dreams, Gen. xl. 12—20; lhe sev-
en years of Pharaoh’s, Gen. xli. 48 —54 ; the lony
years in the wilderoess, Nam, xiv. 34; the three
and o helfl years of famine, 1 ings xvit. 1; the
sixiy-five years wo the breakiong of Ephraim,—Isa.
vii. B; the sevenly years caprvity, Jer, xxv. 11;
Nebuchadoezzar’s seven limes, Dan. i1v. 13—16;
and the seven weeks, [hree score nod two weeks,
and the one week, making sevenly weeks deter—
mioed upon the Jews, Dan. ix. 24—27 ; theeyvenis
limited by these times, were all once only a matter
of prophecy, and were fulfilled in accordance with
ibe predictions.

When, therelore, I found the 2300 prophetic days
which were 1o mark the length of the vision {rom
the Persian to the end of the fourth kingdom, the
seven times conlinuance of the dispersion of God's
people, and the 1335 prophetic days 1o the standing
of Daniel in his lot, all evidently exizoding to the
advent, with other prophetical periods, 1 could but
regard them as “the times belore appoioted,”
which God had revealed ' unto his servaois the

rophets.” As I was fully convinced thar *all
E:riplure given by iospiration of God is profitable,”
that it came not al any time by the will of man,
but was written as boly men were moved by the
Holy Ghost, and was written for our learning, that
we throngh patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope, I could but regard the chronolog-
iufpuru’una of the Biblé as beinz as much a por-
tion of the word of God, and as much entitled Lo
our seripus copsideration, as any other portion of
the Seriptures,

I thereflore felt, that in eondeavoring 1o compre-
hend what God had io bis merey seen fil 1o reveal
to us, I bad no right to pass over the prophetic pe-

riods. [ saw that as the events predicied 10 be ful-
filled in prophetic days had beea exiended over
about as many literal years; as God in Num. xiv.
24, and Ezek. iv, 4—6€, had appointed each day for
a year; as the sevenly weeks 1o the Messiah were
fulfilled in 490 years, and 1be 1260 prophetic days
of the Papal supremacy in 1260 years; and as these
prophetical days extending to the advent were giv-
en in connecuon with symbolical pgephecy, 1 ﬂnpld
only regard the time as symbolical, und as standing
each day fora year, in accordence with the npin-
ions ol all the standarnl Prulesiant conrmentators.
If, then, we could obwin any ¢ive to the time ol
their commencement, [ cnmceived we sh_uuml be
guided 1o 1he probable time of their termination;
and as God would Mot bestow upon us an useless
revelation, I regarded them as conducling us 10 the
time when we might confidenily look for the com-
ing of the Chielest of ten thousand—Oae allogeiber
lovely.

COMMENCENENT AKD TERMINATION OF THE FROFPHET-
1C TEEI10DS.

From a [arther study of the Seripiures, [ conclud-
ed that 1ha geven times of Gentile supremacy must
commendd when the Jews ceased 10 be an inde-
pendant nation at the caplivity of Manasseh, which
the best chrooologers assigned to B. C. 677 ; tbat
the 2300 days commenced wiith the seventy weeks,
which the best chronologers daed from B. C. 457
and that the 1335 days commenciog with the lak-
ing away of the daily, and 1he seliing pp ol the
abomioation 1hst maketh desolate, Dan. xii. 11,
were to be dated from the setting up of ihe Papal
sapremacy, afier the taking away of Pagan abomi-
nations, and which, according to the best hisiorians
1 could consult, should be dated from about A. D,
508, Reckoniog all these prophetic pericds from
the several dales assigoed by the best chronologers
for the events from which they should evidently be
reckoned, they gll would termioate together, about
A.D. 1843, | was thos brought, in 181B, at the
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close of my 1wo years study of the Secriptures, lo
ihe solemp conclusion, that in about twenty-five
years from that time nll the affuirs of our present
stale would be wound wp; that all itspride & power,
pomp aod vanily, wickedness nod oppression would
come [o a0 end ; and that in the place of the king-
doms of this world, the peaceful and long desired
kingdom of the Messiah would be established under
the whole heaven : that in about twenty-five years
the glory of the Lord would be revealed, and all
flesh see it together, the desert bud and biossom as
the rose, the fir-tree come up instead of the therp,
and instead of the briar the myrile-tree, the curse
be removed from off the enrth, death be destroyed,
reward be given 1o the servanis of God—the proph-
ets and sainis aod thern who fear his name, and
those be destroyed that destroy the carth.

" LOOKING FOE THAT BLESSED HOrE."

T need ot speak of ke joy thar filled my benrt
in view of the delightful prospect, nor of the ardent
longings of my soul, for-a participation in the joys
ol the redeemed. The Bible was now 1o me a new
bouk. It was indeed a feast of reason: all that
was dark, roystical, or obscure to me teach-
ings,had been dissipated Irom my mind, before the
clear light that now dawped (rom its sacred pages ;
and O how bright and glorious the 1ruth appeared.
All the contradictions and inconsisteaces | had be-
fore found in the Word were gone; and alibhough
there were maoy portions of which I was not satis-
fied I bad a fvll understandiag, yet eo much light
had emanated from it 10 the illuminatien of my
before darkened mind, that 1 feit a delight in swudy-
10g the Scriptures which I bad vot before supposed
could be derived from ils teachings. I commenced
their study with no expectation of finding the time
of ibe Savior's coming, and I could at first hardly
believe the result to which I had arrived ; but the
evidence slruck me wilh such force, that I could
not resist my convicuons, I became nearly settled

2
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in mmy coaclusivns, and began 1o wail, and watch,
and pray for my Savior's coming.

TIE QUESTION OF DUTY.

With the solemo conviclion that such wmowent-
ous evenis were predicied io the Scriptures 1o be
{ulfilled in 50 short a space of lime, the queslion
came home 10 me with mighty power regarding
my duty to the world in view ol the evidence that
had effected my owa mind. [f the end was so
near, it was imporiant thatthe world should koow
it. 1 supposed that it would call furth the oppo-
sition of the ungodly ; but it never came 1wiv my
mind that aoy Christian would oppose it. I sup-
posed that all such would be so rejoiced in view of
the glorious prespect, that it would ouly be neces-
sary to present it, lor them to receive it. My great
fear was, that in their joy at the hope of a glonous
inheritance su sion 1o be revealed, they would re-
ceive the ducirine without sufficiently examining
the Secriptures in demwnstralion of s truth, |
therefore leared 10 preseat it, lest by soe possibil-
ity | should be in error, and be the means o[ 1nis-
leading auny.

OBJECTIONS TO TUE DOCTEINE.

Variousdifficuliies aod objecrions would arise in
my mind, from time (0 lime; certain texts would
occur 1o mie, which seemed o weigh against my
conlusione; and | would pot presept a view lo
others, . while any difficality appeared 1o miliiale
sgainst il. ] therefore continued the siudy of the
Bible, o see if [ could sustain any of these objec-
tions. My object was nol merely to remeve them,
but I wisbhed to see 1l they were valid.

Sometimes when al work, a lext would arize
like this, ** O/ thal day and hovr knoweth oo man,”
&c.: aod bow then could the Bible reveal the time
of the advend 1 would then immediately examine
the context in which it was lound, and I saw at
once, 1hat in the same cooaection we are inflormed
how we may kanow when il is nigh, even al the
doors: counsequently that test could oot weach that
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we could know polling ol 1he time of Wat evenl.
Other 1exts which are advanced in suppon of te
docirine of a 1emporal milleonium, would arise:
but on examiniag 1lieir contexi, | iavariably ﬁ:umi
that they were applicable only to the elernal siate,
or were 50 illustrative of the spread of the Gospel
here, ns 10 be entirely irrelevant 1o the positivn they
were adduced fo support.

Thus all those passages (hat speak of the will of
God being done on earth 28 in heaven, of the earth
being full of the knowledge of the glory ol Gad, fec.
could not be applicable to a time when the Mao of
Sin was prevailiogagainst the saints, or when the
righteous and wicked were dwelling togeiher,
which is 10 be the case until the eod of 1he world.
‘Those which speak of the gospel being preached
in all the world, teach tha: as soon as it should
be thus preached, the end was to come, so that it
could not be delayed 1000 years from thsl lime, nor
long enough for the world's conversion afier the
preaching of the gospel as a witness.

The question of the resurrectiva and judzment,
was for & time an cbstacle in the way : being in-
structed that all the dead would be raised ar the
same (ime, I supposed it must Le so jaught in the
Bible; but I sooo saw it was ope of {he traditions
ol the elders.

So also with the return of the Jews: that ques-
tien I gaw could only be sustoined by denying the
positive declarations of 1le New Testament which
assert, * there is no difference between the Jew and
the Greek "—that * the promise that he shall be
the heir of 1he world was ool (o Abraham and his
seed through the law, but through the righieous-
ness of laith "—that ** there is neither Jew nor
Greek, bond nor free, male nor female,” but that
““il ye are Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed,
and leirs eccording 10 the promise.” [ was there-
fore obliged to discard an objeeclion which asseris
there 15 a difference beiween the Jew and Greek—

that the children of the flesh are accounsted for the
seed, &c.
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In this way 1 wasoccupied for five years, [rom
1818 to 1823, in weighing 1he various objections
which were Leing presented (o my miod. During
that Lime, more ohjections arose io my miod, than
have been advanced by my opponents since ; and I
know of nu ubjection Ihat has been since advaoced,
which did nut then occur 1o me. But however
stronz they at first appeared, afler examininz them
in the light of the divine word, T could only com-
pare thewn to siraws laid down singly as obslacles,
on a well beaten road: the car of truth rolled over
them, upimpeded io 15 progress.

STILL IMFPRESSED WITH THE DUTY OF PRESENTING
THE EVIDENCES OF THE ADVYENT.

| was then fully sevled in the conclusions which
seven years previously had begun to bear with such
impressive force upon my miad; and the duty of
presentipg the evidence of the pearoess of the ad-
vent 1o others,—which I had maoaged to evade
while I could God 1he shadow of an objection re-
maining agaiost its trulh—agaio came home 10 me
wilth great force. I had, previously, only thrown
autl vccasional hints of my views. i then bezan 10
speak more clearly my apiniens lo my oeighbors,
to ininisters, and others. “To my astonishment, [
lound verv lew who listened with any interest, Oc-
casionally, one would see the force of the evidence ;
but the ereal majorily passed it by as an idle tale.
| was, therefure, disappuinied in findiog any who
would declare this docirine, as I felt i1 should be,
fur the comlort of saicots, and as a warniog 1o sia-
Lers.

[ contioued 1o siudy the Secriptures, and was
more and inore convinced that I had a persunal du-
ty to perform respecting this matter. Wien [ was
obout my business, il was contioually riogiog in
my ears, ‘' Go and tell the world of 1heir danger.”
This text was consianily occurring 1o me, ** When
I say unto the wickhed, O wicked man, thoo shalt
carely die; if thou dost pot speak 10 worn the
wicked lrom his way, that wicked mao shall die in
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s iniquity ; but his blood will I require at thy
hand. Neveribeless, if thou waro the wicked of
his way o turn from it il' he do not wura [rom his
weay, he shall die jo his iniquity; but thou hast de-
livered thy soul,”"—Ezek. xxx:ii. 8, 9. T felt that
il the wicked could be effectually warned, multi-
tudes of them would repent; and that il they werc
not warned, their hlood might be required at my
hand. I did all 1could to avoid the conviction that
any thing was requircd of me; and [ 1thought that
by freely speaking of it 1o all, | should perform my
duty, and that God would reice up the oecessary
instrumentality for the accompliskment of the
work. 1 prayed that some minister might see the
trulh, and devote himnsell’ 1w its promulzation; but
gtill it was impressed upon me, “Go and tell i1 to
the world : their blood will I require at thy hand.”

The more I presented it in conversalion, the more
dissatisfied T felt with mysell for withholding it
from the public. Itried 1o excuse mysell 1o ibe
Lord for pot going out and proclaimiog it to the
wurld, T 1old 1he Lord that | was not used 10 pub-
lic speaking, ihat 1 had not the necessary qualifica-
tions 10 gaio the atlention of an audience, that [
was very dilfident and feared to go belope the world,
that they would * not believe me norbearken 1o
my voice,” that I was “slow of speech, and of s
sluw tongue.” But 1 could get oo reliel,

In this way I siruggled nn for nine years longer,
pursuing the stuldy of the Bible, doing all I could 1o
present the nearmess of Christ’s coming to those
whom circumstances threw in my way, but resist-
ing my imf-r:ssiuna of duty, to go out as a public
teacher. 1 was then filty yeais old, and it secmed
ympossible for me to surinount the obsiacles which
lay in my paih, 1o successfully present it in a pub-
lic maoner,

ME. MILLER WRITES 4 SEATEs OF ARTICLES FOR
THE T'RESS.

Qaite a pumbher wished me to write oul my views,
1 accordingly prepared a series of articles over the
L 3
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siznature of W. M, and sent them tu the Vermont
Telepraph, a Dapuist paper, then published at Bran-
don Vi. The editor refused 1o publish thera unless
he could know the name of the writer, I aceord-
ingly cotnmunicated it 10 him, supposing thatl he
would not make it public. The articles then ap-
peared in a series o sixtcen pumbers, the first of
which was published in the paper dated May 15th,
1832,

ad supposed in commuuicaling my vViews Lo
Ihé E.'nrld ﬁlp this series of auicjes, that I should
have performed all that was required of me; but I
could not escape the impression, “Go and tell 1t to
the world, their bfood will I require at thy band.
1; some how became known that 1 was the writer
of those arlicles; [ began to be fluoded with
jetters of inquiry respecting my views; and visitors
flocked 10 converse wilh me on the subject. I be-
came more disiressed, lest the blood of souls should

be required of me.
HE COVENAKTS WITH GOD TO GO WHERE THE WAY
OPENS.

Oce Sawurday afier breakfast, in the summer of
1833, [ sat down at my desk 10 examine some
poinl ; and &s I arose to go oul 1o work, il came
home to me with more force than ever, “Go and tell
it 10 the world.” The impression was so sudden,
and came with such force, that T setijed down inlo
my cbair, saying, [ can’i go, Lord. " Why pot
seemed 10 be the response; and then all my excus-
es came up, my want of ability, &c.; but my dis-
iress became so great, I entered inlo a solemo coye-
pant with God, that if he would open :he‘}vay,[
would go and perform my duty o the world. “What
do you mean by openiog the way?'" seemed lo come
o me. Why, said 1, il 1 shoulc have an taviiation
to speak publicly in aoy place, I will go and fell
them what I find in the Bible about tbe Lord’s
coming. JIostanily all my burden was gone; aod
I rejoiced that 1 should not probably be thus call-
ed upon; for I had never bad such an imvitation:

2!-
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my irlals were not kvown, and I Lad Lut laile
expectation of bejiog invited 10 any field ¢f Jabor.

In abour Lall an bLour lrnm this time, hefore 1
had left the room, a son ol Mr. Guillurd, of Drez-
den, ahout gixieen miles from my residence, came
in and said that his foiher had sear fur me, acd
wished me lo go home wiith him. Suppusing that
he wished 10 see me vo soma Lusiaess, | osked him
whal he wanled? [de replied that there wus 1o be
po preaching 1o their church the oext day, and his
faiher wished 10 have me come and talk to the
peeple on the subject of the Lord's coming, I was
wmmediately angry with mysell for having made
the coveoanl I had; I rebelled at ouee against 1he
Lord, and determioed not to po. 1 left the boy
without giviog him any aoswer, and retired 1o great
disiress 10 & grove near by, There I struggled
with the Lord {or about an bhour, endeavoring 1o
release mysell [rom the covenant I had made with
him; bul I coold get no reliefl. I1 was lnpressed
upoo my cooscience, *Will vou make a cuvenaot
with Gud, anil break it sosoon 7" aod the exceed.
ing sinfulness of thus doing overwhelmed me. [
inally submiited, nod promised 1he Lord 1hat if
he would susigin me, I would go, trusiing in bim
to give me grace and ability 10 perform &1l he
should require of me. I retoroed to the house,
and found the boy siill wailing; he remaijned till
alier dioner, and I returned with him w Dresden,

MA. MILLEE COMMENCES HIS ORAL LECTURES.

The next day, which, as nearly as [ can remems-
ber, was about the first Sabbath in August, 1833,
I delivered my first public lecture on the Second
Advent. The house was well filled with an atten-
live audieoce. As soon as 1 commenced speaking,
all my difidence and embarrasment were gone,
and 1 felt impressed only with the greatness of 1he
subject, whir.:E, by the providence of God, I was
enabled 10 present. At the close ol the services on
the Sabbaib, I was requested 10 remain and leclure
during the week, with which I complied. They
flocked io [rom the oeighboring towas, a revival
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commenced.and it was saul thatin thirteen lamilies
all but two persons were bopefully converied.

On the Monday following I returned home and
found a lewter from Elder Fuller, of Pouliney, Y.,
requesling me to go and Jecture there on the some
gsuGject. They had noy heard of my guing 10
Diesden. [ wen! 1o Poultney and leciured there
with similar elfect.

From thence I went by invitation to Pawlet and
other towns in that vicinity. The cliurches of
Congregationalists, Buptisis and Methodists were
thrown open. In almost every place [ visited, my
labors resulied in the reclaiming of backsliders, and
the cooversion of sinvers, 1 was usually inviled
1o fields of labor by the ministers ol the several
congregalions whom | visited, who gave me heir
countenance ; and [ have pever labored 1n B0y
place 10 which 1 was not previously invited. The
most pressing invilations from the mioistry, and
the leadinz members of the churches poured io con-
tioually, fiom 1hai time, during the whole period of
my publie Jabors, and with more thao one balfl of
which [ was unable 10 comply. Cburches were
thrown open every where, and [ lectured 1o crowd-
et liouses, through the weslero pact of Vermont,
the oorthern part of New York, aod io Cacada
East. And powerlul relormations were the resulls
of my lahors.

PUBLISHES HIE VIEWS IN A PAMPHLET FOEM.

I received so meoy urgent calls for infurmatioa,
and fo visil places with which [ could net coroply,
that in 1B34 I concluded to pullish my views 1o
pamphlet form, which I did ir. a little ract of 64
pages. These I scattered, 1he most of them gratu-
tivusly, sendiog them in reply (o lenters of inguiry,
and to plnces which 1 could not visit. la the same
year, unkoown to mysell, a license lo preach was
granted we by my Baplist brethren. About the
same (ime I received a recommendation 10 the
public as a lecturer on the prophecies, which was
signed by about fifty miaisters of my Baptist
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brethiren, and Ly some 1wenty or thirty Irom other
denominations.

[ continued te labor aud travel at my own
charges until 1838 ; and many churches tliereby
greatly added to their pumbers. The first clergy-
man that emhraced my views in iull, was Elder
Fuller, ol Pouliniey, Vi. Many others previous 1o
1838, expressed themselves favorably, but none of
thera came out in full, or 1l they did they all, with
that exceplion, relapsed and abandoned Lheir advo-
cacy.

4 HE WRITES IIIS COURSE OF LECTURES,

In 1836 I wrole moy series of sixteen lectures,
which were published by Elder Weseou, in Troy,
New York, the profits of which I gave 10 him.—
All the copies I received of that edition, I purchased

at his regular prices.
The Brst assistance [ received {rom any source

to defray my expenses, were two halfl dollars
which I received in Capada, in 1835. The next
assistance I received was \he payment of my stage
fare to Lansingburg, in 1837. Sioce then [ have
never received coough 1o pay my travelling ex-
penses ; so that my labors hiave been of no pecuni-
ary advaulage 1o me. I should nol have alluded
to rhig, were it not for the extravagao( stories
which bave been circulated 1o my injury.

VISIT TO MASSACHUSEITS.

1 received ap iovilatien fromm Raudelph, Mass.,
to visit that place, which I did on the 21st day of
April 1839, This was my first visit to that Siate.
I lectured there, and in Stwoughion, East Randolph,
Lowell, Grolon, and Lyon. 1 closed my lectures
at Lyon on the 101h of June following, making S0
lectures which I had given since June 9ih, 1834, —
At Lowell, May MIE: I became scquainled with
Elder T. Cole, who had wrilten to me to vizit him
before 1 left bome. He was among the first min-
isters in that Siate who embraced these views, and
was Lhe means ol introduciog me into many of the
churches of the Christian connection, Elder Plum-
er of Haverhill soon afier embraced them.

21

At Lowell T alse became acquainted with my
Bro. J. Liteh, who had previously embraced my
views, and who has since so aided their exiension,
by his faithlul leciures and writings, and energetic
and consislenl course.

The frst ehureh that was ever elosed against
me was the Congrezational church in Wesilord,
Mass., Decerubier 17th, ol glie same year.

INVITATION TQ VISIT BOSTOM.

1 visited Exeter, in November, 1839, and on the
12:h,1 became acquainied with my Bro.J.V.Huues,
who with about twenty other ministers ol the
Christian connection, were present 10 hear me |ee-
ture. He invited meto Boston, which I visiled
December 8th, ol (he same year. I theo gave my
first course of lectures in the Chardon St. Chapel,
Soon afier this. aboot the 1st of January, 1840,
Mr. B. B. Mussey republished miy course of lectures
in an editivn of 5000, of which he gave me 200
COoOpies.

FUELICATION OF THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES—NOW
ADYENT HERALD,

For a long time previous to this, the papers had
been Slled with abusive stories respecting my la-
bors, and they had refused 1o publish any thing
from me in reply, I had greatly felt the need of
some mediom ol communjcation [o the publie.
Eurts had been [tequently made lo commence ihe
publicalion of a paper which should be devated 1o
the.a'lvocacy of the docirine, and Lhe communica-
tion of information on the fultilmeat of prophecy.
We had, however, never heen able 1o iod a man
who was willing 10 run the risk of lis reputation
and the pecuniary expense, in such a publication.

On my visit 1o Buston in the winter of 1840, |
mentioned to Brother Himes my wishes respecliag
a paper and the difficullies I had experienced in the
establishment of ooe. He promptly odered to
commenct & paper which should be Jevoted 1o this
queslion,—il[ I thought the canse of 1ruth would ha
thereby advanced. The next week, without & sub-
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scriber or any promiise of assistance, he issued the

first Mo. of tie Signs ol the Times on the 201h of

March, 1840,—a publication which has becs con-
linued 10 the present time.

Wiith 1his ewinmenced an ealire new era in The
spread of ioformation on the peculiar poinis of my
beliel. Mr. Mussey gave up 10 him the publicalion
of my Leclures, and he publisbed thiem in connec-
hon with olther works oo the proplecies, which,
aided by devoted (riends, e scatiered broad cast
every where to the extent of his means. [ cannot
here withhuld my testimony fur the efficiency and
inlegrity of my Br. Himes. He has stood by me at
all imes, perniled his repulalion, and by the position
in which he has been placed, has been wore instru-
mental i the gpread of these views than any other
len men whao have enibarked in the cavse. His
course, both in laboriog as a lecturer, and in the
manner that he has managed his publications,
meets my full approval.

THE FAUITS OF ME. MILLER'S LAGOES.

From the commeacement of that publication, I
was overwhelmed with invitalioos (o labor io va-
rious places ; with which 1 complied as far as my
health and time would allow. I labored exicosively
in all the New England and Middle Stares, ia
Ohio, Michigan, Maryland, the District of Colum-
bia, and i Capada East and West, giving about
four thousand lectures ia something,. like fGve
hundred different towns.

I.should thiok that aboul two hundred miaisters
embraced my views, in all the different paris of the
United States aond Capada; and that there have
beena aboul five bundred public lecturers. la all the
sections of country where [ labored, not only in the
towas [ visited, but io those in their vicinity, there
were more or less thot embraced the docirine of the
Advenol: in some places ooly a very lew, and in
other places there have been a larze number.

Io nearlg a thousand places Advent congrega-
lions have been raised up, oumbering, as near as [
can eslimate, some [ilty thousand believers. On
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recalling 1o wiind the several places of my labers, [
can reckon up about six thousaod insiances of con-
version from nature's darkoess (o God's marvellouy
fizht,—1he result of my personal labors alone ; and
I should judze the number 1o be wnuch greater, OF
this nupiber | can recall 1o mind about 700 who
were, previously 1o their avending my leciures,
infidels; and their number may have been twice as
great, Great results have also followed from the
labors of my brethren, many of whoin [ would like
1o mention here, il my limits would permit.

In all mylabors I never had the desire, orihonght
Lo establisli any separate ioterest from that of ex-
isting denominations; or to benelit vne at the
expense of another. T thouzht to henefit all. Bap-
posinz that all Chrisiiaos would rejeice 1a the
prospect ol Christ's coming’; and that those who
could not see as I did, would not love any the less
ihose who shoul:l embrace this docirine, I did not
conceive there would ever he any necessily for sep-
arate meelings. DMy whole object was a desire 10
convert souls to Gud, 10 notify the world of a cora-
ing judgment, and 1o induce my [ellow-men 1o
make thal preparation of heart which will enable
them 1o meet their God in peace. The greal ma-
jorilty of tlhese whe were cooverted under my
.]abu:s, united with the rarious existing churches.
When individoals came 10 me 1o eoquire respeciing
their duty, [ always lold 1liem 1o go where they
would feel at home : and I never favored any oae
denomination in my advice 1o such,

But iy brethren began to complain that they
were pot [ed by their ministers; and wanied exposito-
ry preaching. Itold them 1t was heirduty 1o inlerest
their minislers ia the prophecies, but il they could
not receive the teachiogs uader which they sas,they
must act in accordance with their own seuse of
duty. They then began 1o camplaio that they bhad
noi liberty in the churches 1o present iheir views
freely, or 1o exhort their brethren 1o prepare for the
Judgment. Those in the neighborhood of Advent
preachiong, felt 1that when they could listen 1o these
glorions truihs, it was their privilege go to do, For
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this many of themn were irealed coldly, soing came
out of their churches, apd sume were expelled.—
Where the blame lay, 1t is not necessary here io
enquire ; there was doubiless wrongz oa buth sides.
The result was, that a general [eeling of opposition
arose, on the part of the mioisters and churches
tbat did not emnbrace these views agniost those wlho
were looking for the blessed hope and the glorious
appearing of the great God and cur Savier Jesus
Christ,

DEFINITENESS OF FROFIETIC TIME.

I had opever been positive as 10 any parlicular
day for the Lord’s appearing, believing that no man
could kpow the day and hour. [n all mny published
leclures, it will be seen oa the title page, ‘' about
the year 1843.” In all may oral lectures, I invaria-
bly told my avdiences i1hat the periods would ter-
mioate in 1843, ¢f there were no mistake in my
calculation ; but that I could pot say the end might
not come evep before that time, and they should be
contivually prepared. In 1842, some ol wy breth-
ren preached with greal posiliveness the exact
year, and ceasured me for puttinz in z2n 1. The
public press had also published that I had fxed upon
a definire day, the 234 o April, for the Lord's Ad-
vent. Therefore, in Decemmber of that year,as [
could see no error in my reckoning, I published my
belief, that somelime between March 2lsi, 1843,
and March 21st, 1844, 1the Lord would come. Some
had their minds fixed on particular days; buot
could see no evidence for such, ualess the 1ypes of
the Mosaic law poiated 10 the feast of Tabernacles,

During tbe year '43, the most violent denuncize
tions were heaped upon me, and those associated
with me, by the press, and some pulpits. Our
molives were assailed, our principles misreprerent-
ed, and our characiers traduced. Time passed on ;
aod the 21st of March, 1844 went by, without our
witnessing the appeaniog of ihe Lord. Our disap-
pointment was great; and many walked no more
with us,

Previously 1o this, in the fall of '43, some of my
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brethren began to call the churches Babylon, and 10
urge that it was the duty of Adventisis to come oul
of them. With this [ was much grieved,as not only
the effcet was very bad, but [ regarded it as a per-
version of the word of God,—a wresting ol Scrip-
ture. Bul the practice spread esiensively; and
from that time the chuorches, as might have been
expecied, wereclosed against us. [t prejudiced many
azainstus so that they would not listen to the lruth.
11 createda deep feeling ol hosiility beiween Advent-
isis and those who did not embrace the decirine ;
so thut most of the Adventisis were separated from
their respective churches. This was a result,
which I mever desired, nor expecied; but il was
brought abuut by unforeseen circumstances. We
could then only act io accardanpce wilh the posilion
in which we were thus placed.

On the passiog of my published time, I frankly
ackoowledged my disappoiniment in reference to
the exact period ; but my faith was vnchanged in
any esseatial feature. 1 therefore continued tay
labors, principally at the West duriog the summer
of 44, waiil * the seventh moath movemeni,” as 11
is called. I bad had no participation in this, only
as I wrote a letier eighteen moonths previously,
presentiog the observances under the Mosaic law,
which powsted 1o that month as a probable time
when the Advenl might be expecied. This was
writien hecanse some were Jooking lo debnite days
in the Spring. I had, however, no expeclation that
so unwarranied a use would be made of those
ivpes, that any should regard a beliel in such mere
inferential evidence a 1est of salvation. 1 therefore
had oo fellowship with that o.ovement until about
two or three weeks previous o the 22d of Ocigber,
when seeing it bac obiained such prevalence, and
considering il was at a probable point of time I was
persuaded ihat it was a work of God, and feli that
if it should pass by I should be mere disappointed
than [ wasia my frst published time.

Butthat time passed; ood I was agaiu disap-
poioted. The movement was of such a characier,
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that for a time it was very mysierious to me, and
the results fellowing it were so unaccoontable that
I supposed our work might be completed, and that
a few weeks only might elapse between that time
and the appeariog of Christ. However that might
be, I regarded my own work as completed; and
that what was to be done for the extension of these
views, must be done by younger brethren, except
an occasional discoarse from myself.

EBRRONEOUS VIEWSE CONNECTED WITH THE DOCTHIKE,

Astime han Brugrﬂsed, T have been pained 10 see
rnaoy ercors which have been embraced in different
seclions of the couniry by some who have iabored
in coroection with mysell ; errors which I cannot
coonlenance, and of which I wish 1o sperk [reely,
although I may lose the [ellowship of some for
l'ai:hl'u?lr doing my duty.

I have been pained (o see a spirit ol sectarianism
and bigolry, in some sections, which dislellowships
everything that does pot sguare with the narrow
prejudices of iodividual minds. There is & lenden-
cy to exalt individuol opinionsas a standard for all
Lo submit to; a disposilion 1o place the resulis of
individual investigation upon a level with svlemn
conclusions to which the great body of brethren have
arrived. Thisis very wrong ; for, while we are in
this world, we are so short-sighted that we should
never regard our conclusiops as infallible, should
bear with the imperfections of others, and receive
those thal are wenk ia the faith, but oot to doubt-
ful disputations.

Some have an inclination 10 indulge in harsh and
denunciatory remarks agzinst 8]l who do noet agrec
with them. We are all liable t0 err; bot we
should aveid thus giving occasion of oflence. We
should instruct with meekoess those that oppose
themselves, and avoid [oolish and unlearned gues-
tions, that gender strifes.,

There may be causes operating on the minds of
others, of which we know mnothing, that influence
them contrary to the wruih, as we have received it.
We should thereflore, in all our intercouse with
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vhuse we deem ia error, treat (hem with kindness
and alfection, aad sbow them that we would do
shem good, and ot evil ; if God peradventure will
mive them repentonce 10 the acknowledging ol the
truth ; and that they may recover themselves out
ufthe snure of the devil, who sre taken eaplive by
i &t bis wall. . L _

Some are prooe to indulge in a spirit of uneasi-
ness and disorder, and looseness with regard to
church eovernment and doctrine. Io all the essen-
tial docirines of the Bible, as they have been held
Ly the pious of the church in all ages, were given
10 the saints, and for which we are commanded
earnestly to conlend, I have never seen any reason
1o chaoge my faith. Jesus I regard as my sl sul-
Geiest Savior, by whose merits alone [ can be sav-
ed. Nobeing but Him “*whose goings lorth were
of old, [rom everlasung,” who should take upon
himsell our nature, anii bear our sins io his own
body, could make an slonement, on the efficacy of
which I should dare to rely. The Bible speaks as
plainly of my Savior's divinity as it does of bis hu-
wanity, He is therefore Emanuel, God with us,
The Bible tells us plaialy what the Savior is. That
should satis(ly us without venturing beyond the Bi-
ble 1o say what he is aol.

Itis in the use of terms not found in the Scrip-
tures, that disputations arise. Fbr ioslance, the
dilference betweea the Calvinist and Arminian, I
olten thus explain : Both are in the same dileroma.
They are like a company of men in the lower story
ul a house when the 1ide isenlering, and from which
there is no escape only by a rope by which they
may be drawn up. All endeavor to lay bold of the
rope ; the one is contiovally afraid he has not hold
of 1he right rope; il be was sure be had the
righit rope he would bave no fears. The other
has wo fear bat be has hold of the right rope;
be is cominuvally afraid his rope will hreak.—
Now both are equally fearful they may perchance
nutl escape @ their fears arise from different cauvses.
llow fuclish it is, theno, for them 10 begin to
wuurrel with each other, becavse the one suppo-
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ses the rope may break, and the other that it is the
wrong rope,

Now [ nave found Christians among those who
believed tliey were born rzain, but might fall away;
and atnong those that believed that il they were ev-
er born again they should certainly persevere. The
difference between them [ regard as a mere matler
of education ; both have iheir fears; and both be-
lieve that those ooly who persevere unio the end
will be saved. I therelore look on men as bigo's
who guarre] with others, and deny that those are
Christians who cannot see just as they do.

Some are disposed 1o lay a stress on the sevenih
month movemen! which is not warranied hy the
Wérd. There was then a Jedication of hearl in
view of the Lord’s coming, that was well pleasing
in Llhe sight of God. Desire for the Liord’s coming
and a preparation for chat event are acceplable
Him. But hecause we then ardeotly desired hia
coming, and sought that preparation that was ne-
cessary, it does oot follow that our expeclations
were then realized. For we were certainly disap-

inted. We expected the personal comiog of

hrist al that time; and now to contend that we
were nol mistaken, is dishooest, We shonld nev-
er be ashamed to [mnkly conless all our errors.

I have no confidence in any of the new theories
that have grown out of that movement, viz., that
Christ theo came as the Bridegroom, that ibe door
of mercy was elosed, that ihere is no salvation for
sinoers, that the seventh trumpel then sounded, or
that it was & [ulilment of prophecy in aoy sense.
The spirit of fanaticism which has resalted from i1,
in soroe places, leading 10 exiravagance and vxcess,
I rezard as of the same pature as those which re-
tarded the reformation io Germany ; and the same
as have been connected with every religious move-
ment since the first advent. The truth is oot re-
spoasible for such devices of Satan to destroy it. I
have never taught a neglect of any of the daties of
life, which make us good parenis, children, neigh-
bors or citizens. I have ever inculcated a faiihiul
performance of all those duties, enjoning good
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wocks with faith and repentance. Those who have
waught the neglect of these, instead of acling with
me ar being my followers, as they are -::alledt: have
departed {rom my covosels and acted 10 opposition
1o my uniform teachings: mea have crepl In upa-
wares, who have given heed to seducing spirits and
doctrines ol devils, teaching lies in hiypocrisy, deny-
ing any personal existence of Christ, furbidding 1o
marry, and commending to abstain lrom ceriain
kinds of foud, denying the right to pray for sinners,
apd commanding to violate our social dulies, &e.
With such thiogs [ have oo sympathy.

The docirine of manihilation and the soul’s un-
copsciousness in death, has been conpected in (he
minds of some with the doeirine of the Advent.
With this tliere is po pecessary connection. This
its advocates acknowledge. The doctrine of the
Advent was the faith of the primitive cburch;
while the docirine of annihilation was no part ol
their faith, It evidently arises from a mistaken
use of Bible terms, and & siress on words pol wars
ranted by parallel Scriptures. The fact that ne
trace of this doctrine is found among the aucient
Jews, excepl the Saducees, who were reproved for
not believiag in angels, spirits, and the resurrec-
lion, shows that pooe of the pious of thal nation
altached a meaning 10 the words of the Old Tesia-
ment that would sustaio such a dectrine, And ihe
{uct that no trace of such a helief is found among
ibe early Christians, shows that those who sat ua-
der the 1cachings of the apostles and martyrs gath-
ered no such doctrine (rom their ipstruclions.——
‘Therefore when such a doctrine is taught, a mean-
ing must be attached 1o words that they would not
Lear ot the lime the Scriptures were writlen: 1o
gel the correct uodersianding of Scripture we must
use words as they were used al that time.

I'be translators of the Bible had no faith in such a
ductrioe; thereflore they altoched 0o such mean-
ing to the language they used in rendering the orig-

.inalas is atlached to the words of the texts by those

who quole ahem 10 wnaintaia that docirine. All the
[ ]
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arguments in its favor rest oo a cerlain meaoing
attached to such words as perish, destroy, death,
&c. Butwlen we fGod that the old world being
opnly overflowed with waler, perished; and that
when our Savior 10ld the Jews 1o desiroy the tem—
ple ol his body, aod in three days he would raise it
up, Joho ii. 19, he did pot mean that his body
should cease 1o be a bedy during those three days ;
we see that such words do not necessarily convey &
meaning that proves 1hat docirine. In fact, one
evangelist uses the word destroy, Wilt thou *‘de-
stroy’’ us before the time? where roother does the
word forment, Wilt thou torment us before 1he
time ? compare Mark i. 24 and Maut. viii. 29. Geod
said that in the food he would destroy man with the
earth, Gen. vi. 23, but the earth did not cease Lo be.
Therelore we learn that these words cannot selaside
the :leclarations that the wicked shall go away into
everlasting punishment, &c.

If the word death implies that there can be no part
of the man then coonscious, it would fellow that
when Christ died,there could be no part of Him that
was conscions ; and il there could be mo part ol
Christ conscious alter his body was dead, there could
have been no part of Christ conscious belore he was
borp of Mary. Death, therelore, can only apply to
the body. But that doctrioe carried out, roust lead
to & denial of the divinity of Christ ; apd we [ind
that in all past history,io the diffsrent periods when
it has come up for a time, it has been conoecied
with that and other heresies,

The calling of all churches, that do not embrace
the docirine of the advent, Babylon, I befure re-
marked, was the means ol our not beiog listened to
with cander ; and also, that I regarded it as a per-
version of Scnipture. This L think all will see who
compare Rev. xiv. and xviii., sad observe the chro-
nology of the {all of Babylon.

Rev. xiv. 6, 7, represents an sngel flying in the
midst of heaven, proclaiming the hour ol God's
judgment as having come. This proclamation
wust of course continue until Christ shall actually
come lo judge the quick and dead at his appearing

a1

and kiogdom. Ia the 8ith v. anotherangel follows,
crying, Babylon is fallen ; but as the firsi continues
till Christ comes, this cannot fullow will Christ
comes. But, on turning 1o Rev. xviii. 1, 2, wefind
the angel that fvllows, crying Babylon is iallen, is
one that comes down from heaven, baving great
power, and lightens the earth with bis glory. This
angel that [vllows must therefore be the Lord Jesus
Christ descending from heaven to tak®e the kingdom;
and when he takes to lumsell hiz great puwer 1o
reizn, Satan is no Jogzer the god of this world.
It may theu be well said, Babylon is fallen, i. e. it
has lost the supremacy, Christ has taken that; but
while it has fallen it is mot destruyed: before that
can be done, the saints must te taken out, that they
ruay not partake ol the consequences of her sins,
nor receive of her plagues, which shall be poured
out when Great Babylon shall come in remem-
branee before God, to give unto her the cup of the
wine of the fierceness of his wrath, Whea the angel
has eried the hour ol his judgment come,and 1he aa-
¢l has come duwn {rom heaven, deciaring the fall
of Babylon, then io Rev. xiv, 9—12 mnother angel
fullows, pronouacing the fate of 1he worshippers of
the beasl, which they are to experience when ile
cup is poured upon them ; then inv. 13 a voice 18
livard from heaven, declaring those wha died ia the
Lord blessed from thenceforth. The 1ime bas thea
come whena the dead are (o be raised; and this
must syochtonize with the voice from hesven ia
Rev.xviii 4, saying, “Come oul of her, my people.”
To come, i3 1o go o the direction of theiovilation.
It must therefore be the invilativn from where
Christ will then have come 10 meet him io the ar,
In Rev. xiv. i4—16 Christ is symbolized as seat-
ed on a cloud, the ery is given lo reap Lhe earih, and
the varth is reaped ; the saiows are caughl up to
meet the Lord in tke air. Then, in vs. 17—20, the
vine of the earth is reaped and cast inio 1De wine
press of God'’s wrath ; Babylon is thus desiroyed.
Thus we have a harwmonious view ol those Scrip-
tures. If this is the correct application, 1o epply
them differenty is to pervert them. And il it is,
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then everything, of whatever name, that i3 conlurai-
ed te this world, that loves Lhis wourld more thao the
kingdom of God, must have its portion with itz it
is Babylonish.

The “woman," or mystical Babylon, 1 regard as
the fallen church, that ruled by means of the kings
of tha earth ; and all churches that have the papal
spitit of formality, or persecution, ave partaking of
her abomipations. But it does not therelore follow
that there ean Le no churches that love the Lord in
sincerity.

Intimately connected with the consiructivn which
has been given to this portion of Qod's word, is a
notion respecting the writinz out of our beliel, ~ It
is said by some to be Babylon to be associated to—
gether, 10 write out a.syoopsis of our belief, or to
sobscribe our mames to our opinions. I am never
ufraid to put my name to whatever I may believe ;
and I can find no text of Seripture that forbids it.
When the Jews went op from the Babylonian cap-
tivity, they made a sure covenant, and wrole 1t,
and the princes, Leviles and priests sealed unto it,
Nebh. ix. 38,

With regard to the association of the church, her
practice has varied in different ages, accordiog to
the circumastances in which she has been placed,—
When all thought alike, or woderstood the Bible
alike, there was no necessily for an expression of
opinion respecling ils meaniog, But when heresy
crept in, it was pecessary to guard the meaniag of
Scripture by expressiog, in plain and vnequivocal
language, our understandiog of it. i is because
the eany Christizns did this that we are enabled to
asceriain the understanding which the primitive
church had of the faith ooce delivered 1o the saints.
When this has not beea dowe, the histery of the
church shows that error has spread with the gieatest
rapidity. For instance, Theodore Parker, among
the Unitarians, celebrated for hia transcepdentalism,
lakes gronnd that his brethren have not the right 1o
disfellowship him on account of his constructions of
Scripture ; and s they have heretofore denied the
right of the church to express iis beliel, they musi,
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on Iheir own ground, fellowship him with all his
infidel senvimenis ; fur the dispute between them re-
spects only interpretations of Scripiure. To guard
arainst such evils, I om in favor, where erronevus
views prevail, of expressing my wnderstending of
the word 1o such plain terws, that all may he able
10 compare my views with the Bible and see wheth-
er | make a (aithful application of it. And il the
world wishes to sce, in short, the peculiar charac-
teristics ol my faith, and of those whn associale
with me, [ see no harm in giving, as did the mutu.
al Cunference of Adventisis at Albany, a synopsisof
the views in which we cap unite and act,and which
amuonz others, we believe 1he Bible teaches.

I have thus giver a plain and simple stalemect
of the manner ol oy arriving al the views I have
inculcated, with a history of my course up (o the
present time. That [ have been mistakes in the
time, I [reely confess ; and [ have no desire (o de-
fend my course anv farther than I have been aclua-
1ed by pure motives, and it has resulied o God's
slory. By mistakes and errors God, I trusi, will
?urgwe. I canmot, however, reproach mysell for
liaving preached definite time ; for as 1 believe
that whatsoever was written aforelime was writlen
fur our learsing, the prophetic perivds are as much
a sulject uf investigation, as any ather portion of
rhe woid,

I therefore still [eel that it was my duty to pre-
sent all the evidemce that was apparent (o my
mind ; and were I now in the same circumsiances,
[ should be compelled 10 actas I have done. [
should aot hiowever have so dope, bad [ scew thai
the time weuld pass by; but pot knewing that u
would, [ feel even now more satisfaction in having
warned my {¢llow men, than [ should feel, were [
conscious that I had believed them in danger, and
had oot raised my wveice. How keen would have
been roy regret, had I reftained to present what in
iy soul I believed to be truth, and the result had
proved that souls must perish through my oegleci!
I cannot therefore censure mysell for having consci-
euliously performed what 1 believed to be my duoty.
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But nhile [ frankly acknowledpe my disappoint-
ment io the exact time, [ wish 10 enquire whetber
iny teachings bave been thereby materially affecied.
My view ol exacl uwe depended eatirely upon 1he
accuracy of chropolegy @ of this 1 had ua absolute
demonsiration ; but as no evidence was presented
1o invelidate i1, 1 deemed it my duty 1o rely on it
as certain, until 11 should be disproved. Besidew, |
uot only rested on received chronology, but I select-
ed 1he earliest da‘es in the circle ol a few years on
which chronelogers have relied for the date
of the events fromn which 1o rechon, because I
believed them o be best susinioed, end because [
wished 10 have my eye on the earliest Ume at which
the Lord might be expecied, Other chronologers
had a=signed later dates for the events from which
1 reckoned ; and if they are correct, we are vnl
brought into a circle of a few years, during whiclyl
we may rotionally loox for the Lerd's appearine.
As the prophetic periods, eovnting frome the daies
from which I have reckoned, have not broughit us
to the end; ood as I canpo! tell the exact Lime that
chronology way vary from wy caleulations, I can
only live in continval expeciation of the event, [
am persuaded that I cappot be far out of the way,
and I believe that God will sul] jusufy my preach-
ing to the waorld.

With respect 1o other featores of my views, [ can
see no reason 1o change my belief. e are living
voder 1he last form ol the divided lourth kingdom,
which brings vs 1o the end., The prophecies which
were 1o be fulfilled previous 10 the end, have been
50 far fulfilled 1kat I God nothing in them to delay
the Lord’s coming, The signs of the times thick-
en oo every haod; and the prophetic periods I thiok
must certainly have brought us igio the peigbbor-
hood of the eveot.

There is not & poiot n m;’ belief 1o which I am
nol sustained by some one ol the numerous writers
who bhave opposed my views. Prof. Busii, the mosy
gentlemenly of wy opponents, admits that I am
correct in the time, with the exceplion of the pre-

35

cise day or year; and this is all for which I con-
tend. That the 70 weeks are 490 years, and the
1260 and 2300 days are so many years,are admitied
v Messrs Bash, Hintoa and Jarvis. Tuat the 2300
days and 70 weeks commence at the same ume
Prof. Bush does not deoy. Aund Dr, Jarvis admiis
that the former carry us to the resarrection and
judgment, Prof. Bush, Dr, Jarvis, Mr. Hinton,
and Mr. Morris admit that the legs of iron and
fourth beast are Rome, and that the little born of
Daniél Tih is papacy. While Dr, Jarvis and Mr.
Hinton admit that the exceeding great horo of Dan.
Sih, is Rome. The literal resurrection of the body
the end of the world and s persoozl cowing of
Christ have not been questioned by several who
have writlen agaiost me. _

Thus there is not & point for which [ bave con-
sended, that has not been admitted by some of thosa
wbho have written to disprove my opinions. I have
candidly weighed the objections advanced against
these views, but I have seen Do arguments Lhat
werc sustained by the scriptures, thal in my opin-
ivn invalidated my position. [ caonot therefore
conscientiously refrain from looking for my Lord;
or from exhorting my fellow men as [ have oppor-
tunity, to be in readiness for that great event. For
my iodiscretions and errore, I ask pardon; and
nll who have spoken ovil of me without cause, |
freely forgive. My labors are principally ended. |
shall leave to my younger brethren the task of con-
tending for the truth. Many years I woiled alone;
God has now rtaised up those who will fll my
place. 1whall oot cease to pray for the spread of
iruth,

In conclusion, sulfer a word of cxhortation. Yon,
my brethren, who are called by the name of Christ,
will you not examine the 8criptures respectiog the
nearness of the advent! The great and good of all
ages have had their minds directed to-abont this pe-
riod of time ; and s multitude are impressed with the
solemn conviction that these are emphatically the
last days. Is not a question of such moment werthy
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of your consideration? 1 do not ask you to embrace
an opinion of mine ; but I ask you to weigh well the
evidence conlained in the Bible. 1] am in any er-
ror, | desire to see it ; and I should certamly re-
nounce il; but do look at the question, and ia view
of the teachings of the inspired word, decide lor eter-
Bity.
. Whatehall I say to my unconverted [riends ? | have
. faithfilly exhoried you these many years to believe
in Chriat § you have excused yourselves. Whatcan
I say more! Wil not all the considerations that are
prosented in the Seriptures of truth movo your hearis
{o lay down the wenpona of your tcbellion 7 ¥ou
have no laase of your lives, und if the Lbrd shouid
not coma, your eyes may be soon'closed in death.—
Why will you not improve the present moment, and
.flee [rom the wiath te come? Go to Christ, 1 be-
" geech you ; lay hold on the prowise of God, trust in
bisgrace, and he will eleanse you by his blood.

1 would exhort my advent brethren to study the
Word diligently. Let no man spoil you through phi-
losophy and vein deceipl. Avoid everything that
shall couse offences. Let your lives be models of
poodness and propriety. Let the adversary get no
sdvantage over you. We bave been disappointed ;
but disappointments will work for our good, il we
make the right use of them. Be foithful. Be vigi-
jant. Eabort with all long-suffering snd pailience.—
Let your conversation be in hewven, from whence
you look for the blessed hope. Avoid unnecessary
controversy, and questions that gender strifes. Ba
pot many masters ; all are not competent 1o advise
and direct. God will raise up those 1o whom he will
commit the direction of his cauze. Be humble. Be
wulchful ; be patient, be persevering. And may the
God of peace sanclify you wholly, and preserve youa
blameless unto the glorious appearing of the great
God and our Savior Jesus Christ.

WM. MILLER.

Low Hampton, N. Y., August 1, 1846.



